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than tQwnSj of which the holy of holies is the heart, and
the temple precincts the centre. The battle raged for
three days, and the Muharnmadans were yet far from
taking the tern pie-fortress, when Mahmud prostrated
himself before God in the eyes of the army, and praying
fervently for victory, led a charge of such violence that
resistance became impossible, and the brave garrison
abandoned Soirmath to the enemy, leaving 5000 dead
behind them. Mahmud entered the great pillared hall
leading to the precincts of the idol, which he approached
and broke with his own battle-axe ; he sent two fragments
of the god to Ghazni, which were seen there 600 years
later, when Ferishta wrote his history, A.B. 1612. The
Brahmans implored the conqueror to spare the idol, and
offered him a prodigious bribe for his clemency, but he
replied that he desired that his name should go down to
posterity as "Mahmud the destroyer, and not as Mahmud
the seller, of idolsJ: : and his wisdom as well as his zeal
were proved when the broken stone disclosed within its
recesses a vast treasure- of precious gems. The staff of
this great temple included 2000 Brahman priests, 500
dancing-girls, 300 musicians, and 300 barbers. The last-
named functionaries were required to shave devotees
before their entrance into the sanctum. The Hindus
leave unshaven the one spot that the Catholic priest
shaves ; the Buddhist shaves the whole head. Among
the Christians the tonsure probably perpetuates the crown
of thorns ; among the Hindus it probably originated in
some cleanly observance. The Babylonians practised
the tonsure, and the priests of Osiris shaved their heads.
The tonsure, as a symbol of hierarchy, can be traced
back to the times of the Accadians, and there is no cause
for wonder in the existence at Somndth of so large a
staff of barbers.
"After defeating the Raja of Nehrwala, Mahmud rested